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Cannabis Business Entity Information 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
What cannabis-related  business filings will be accepted by the Secretary  of State?  

 

- 

- 

- 

- 
cannabizfile.sos.ca.gov/brochure - 

bizfile.sos.ca.gov

cannabis.ca.gov

Do organizational  documents filed with the Secretary  of State constitute a license to  
engage in cannabis-related  activities under MAUCRSA?  

 

- 
- 

http://bpd.cdn.sos.ca.gov/cannabizfile/10steps2.pdf
http://www.sos.ca.gov/business-programs/bizfile/
https://cannabis.ca.gov/


 

Does my business need a license to conduct commercial  cannabis-related  activities in  
California?  

 

- 

- 
- 
- 

California Can- 
nabis Portal

My business is currently  incorporated as a nonprofit  mutual benefit corporation or coopera - 
tive corporation but I would like to change the business structure  to a general stock corpo - 
ration. What do I need to file with the Secretary  of State?  

 

bizfile California Portal - 

- 
- 

cdph.ca.gov/mcsb 

mcsb@cdph.ca.gov 

calcannabis.cdfa.ca.gov 

calcannabis@cdfa.ca.gov 
bcc.ca.gov 

bcc@dca.ca.gov 

https://cannabis.ca.gov/
https://cannabis.ca.gov/
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CEH/DFDCS/MCSB/Pages/MCSB.aspx
mailto:mcsb@cdph.ca.gov
http://calcannabis.cdfa.ca.gov/
mailto:calcannabis@cdfa.ca.gov
http://bcc.ca.gov/
mailto:bcc@dca.ca.gov


 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My business currently  is incorporated as a nonprofit  mutual benefit corporation or coop - 
erative corporation but I would like to change the business structure  to a limited liabili - 
ty company,  limited partnership or general partnership. What do I need to  file with the  
Secretary  of State?  

 

- 

- 

- 

Conversion Filings 

I already formed a business. The local or state licensing application is now requiring me 
to provide business documents that I filed with the Secretary of State.  How can I obtain 
this information from the Secretary of State?  

 

bizfile California Portal

Business Entities Records ï Order Form (PDF)

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sos.ca.gov/business-programs/business-entities/conversion-information/
http://bpd.cdn.sos.ca.gov/pdf/be-records-requests.pdf


 

Can I register a cannabis -related service mark or trademark with the California Secretary 
of Pq^qb«p Office?  

United States Patent and Trademark Office

California  Cannabis Portal

�x 
�x 
�x 
�x 
�x 
�x 
�x 
�x 
�x 
�x 
�x 

�x Bureau of  Cannabis Control  

�x CalCannabis Cultivation  Licensing Program Department  of  Food & Agriculture  

�x Manufactured  Cannabis Safety Branch (MCSB) Department  of  Public Health  

How will priority be determined for a trademark or service mark application for identical 
marks received at the same time?  

 TMbizfile.sos.ca.gov

 

 


